
Common Issues in Church Stained Glass and How to Fix Them

Cracks are a prevalent issue in church stained glass windows. They can arise from 
structural changes, temperature fluctuations, or accidental impacts. Repairing 
cracks requires precision and care. The process involves cleaning the glass, 
removing old putty, and adding new lead came around the cracked piece. If the 
glass is significantly damaged, a professional might replace the piece entirely. 
Keep the surrounding structure intact to prevent further issues. Regular inspection 
can help catch and rectify cracks early.

Buckling or bowing occurs when the stained 
glass windows start to warp. This can 
happen due to the weight of the lead 
caming or structural issues within the 
building. Fixing this involves reinforcing the 
window structure and sometimes resetting 
the glass and lead came. Professional 
restoration might also include installing 
support bars to provide additional strength. 
Regular maintenance such as checking for 
loose pieces and ensuring the surrounding 
masonry is intact can prevent severe 
buckling.

Cracks in Church Stained Glass
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Buckling and Bowing of Windows
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Discoloration of church stained glass is often due to age, exposure to sunlight, and 
environmental pollutants. This issue diminishes the vibrancy and beauty of the 
windows. Restoration techniques include gentle cleaning methods to remove 
surface dirt and grime, and applying protective coatings to restore brightness. 
Professionals may also recommend UV-resistant films or protective glazing to 
prevent future discoloration. Regular cleaning and maintenance help preserve the 
stunning colors of church stained glass over time.

Discoloration from Age and Environment

Leading Deterioration in Glass

The leading in church stained glass can 
deteriorate over time, causing the window to 
weaken. Oxidation and environmental 
exposure contribute to this degradation. 
Restoration involves removing the old lead 
came and replacing it with new material. 
This delicate process ensures the stained 
glass maintains its integrity and historical 
value. Regular cleaning and protective 
coverings can extend the life of the lead. 
Proper maintenance and periodic 
inspections are essential in preventing 
leading issues.
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Get in touch!
For your free siding estimate

Addressing common issues in church 
stained glass is essential for preserving its 
beauty and historical value. This guide helps 
you identify and tackle problems like cracks, 
bowing, and lead deterioration effectively. 
Trust Church Stained Glass Restoration for 
expert solutions backed by experience and 
craftsmanship. For more information and 
assistance, contact us today at (720) 
835-2165.

Water damage is a significant threat to stained glass, leading to corrosion and 
weakening of materials. It commonly results from poor sealing or leaks in the 
surrounding structure. Addressing this involves resealing the glass with waterproof 
compounds and inspecting for potential leaks. It's crucial to ensure the roof and 
gutters are functioning correctly to divert water away. Installing ventilated 
protective coverings can minimize condensation. Routine checks and 
maintenance prevent water from compromising the stained glass.

Water Damage and Its Prevention
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